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«“APRIL ODORS WERE SWEET”

ApriL odors were sweet: Hand in hand clasping,
Mutely linking us twain,

We trembling gazed afar, ah, far and farther,
O’er the wide, curving main.

All things thrilling 'mid the April twilight,
As with love’s tender sigh,

Perfume pervading all, magic of springtime —
Ah, ’twas as I must die!

Long, long ’tis ended! Alas! of that fair evening
Haunting memories rise

Of the joy of springtime, of the heart’s blessed hour—
And weeping dims my eyes!

Ah, it was April, yes, it was April!
Rapt and silent were we,

The while a virginal breath, like the heart’s springtide,
Sighed from out the blue deeps of the wide, curving sea.

TraNsL. BY M. Louise Baum

“ODORAVA I’APRIL,,

Odorava I’april: stretti per mano,
Stretti senza parlar
tremando guardavam lontan lontano
su la conca del mar.

Tutto fremava ne la blanda sera
d’un arcano desir,
e ne lintenso odor di primavera
10 mi sentit morir.

Tutto ¢ passato! Eppur di quella sera
un ricordo fatal,
un ricordo fatal di primavera
in quest’ora m’assal. . .

E piangere vorrei! Era [’aprile,
Stavam senza parlar,
ed un soffio venia primaverile
dall’azzurro del mar.
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Bnglish version by

M. Louise Baum

“April odors were sweet”

“Odorava lapril,,
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FAREWELL

Dving! yes! I must die! and they will tell thee
When at last I pass;

Or will they lead thee haply to some willow
Amid the churchyard grass?

Farewell! This hour for thee mid pleasures flying,
Bringeth thy heart, love, no thought of me!

The sun’s departing smile brightens the myrtles,
The while I die, wanting thee!

TransL. By M. Lovise Baum

ADDIO

Muoio. . . forse doman te lo diranno
quando non sary pii,
e in camposanto pur t’additeranno
un salice laggii.

Addio! Tu forse nei tripudsi lieto
ora non pensi a mel
Tramonto il sole o dietro il mirteto,
ed io muoio per te!
ANONYMOUS
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