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" The Story of the
“HYMN TO THE SUN.”

(An ancient most sacred and exclusive ceremonial song of the Sun-worshippers of the Southwest.)

Among the sacred and esoteric songs and chants of the cliff-dwellers in Zuni Land,_ those of tra-
ditional origin and especially guarded against becoming the common property of the people, - none is
held more sacred and exclusive, and none is practiced more devoutly than this inspirational*Song of the
Sun,’also known as ‘‘The Children’s Greeting to the Sun.”

The special interest attached to this hymn is the remarkable manner of its production, and its
chantlike responses in group-singing, associated with the practice of ¢‘listening to the music of the Sun”
between each stanza. The latter is effected by the use of perforated shells of various sizes and col-
ors, by the younger members,.and the communion of, touching their foreheads, in those furthér advanced
in the perception of sound-waves from the Sun. ’l_‘he Sunpriest and song master, who has charge of the
training of the children belonging to the high chiefs and members of the sacred brotherhood, directs élso
the ceremonial, and exacts the strictest.observance of its performance. Its primary aim seems to be to
develop early in life, by mechanical aids, the perception of solar vibration,which later in life becomes
a natural gift. The chief feature therefore that characterizes the practice of this sacred hymn is to
awaken in the young a high susceptibility and attachment for the life-giving, soul-inspiring music of
mother-god, the sun. ' )

Questioned as to how or where they obtained their ancient songs, the Sun-worshippers invariably
answered_‘ from our forefathers!’ But where did they obtain them? They replied =‘‘from the Sun.’ |

They claim the fountain of life, their religion and their music, all originated in ithe Sun!‘The rays
of the sun give us the music that fills our souls. We listen to it and we seek it, long and silently. Nearer
and nearer it comes to us, then we waken_we Aear ¢ and we, Jeel it)’ “Don’t you listen to the music of
the Sun, _ don’t you hear it now?” they would ask. Anxious that you should also know and hear these .
sun-sounds they thrust their spiral shells toyour ear, and with an expectant look of delight, request
you to “‘listen, just listen!’’ (ianga na Hanga).

Nature is full of sounds beyond the range of the crude ear of civilized man, and the noises of
modern civilization tend to du}l the finer faculties of the sense of hearing. The solar-radiophone and
other electrical instruments attest the presence of sound-waves, or waves convertible into sound-waves,
in the sun as well as in other light- and heat-radiating bodies. The Zunis songs from the sun may well
have more than an imaginary existence.

The following is the order of exercise in the chanting of this song, the Enghsh text of whichis a
close interpretation of its literal meaning. Early in the morning the presiding sunpriest orders the gath-
ering of the children of the select at the call of the drym and flute-trumpet. They first march up a
steep grade to a secluded spot on an elevated plateau. . Facing the sun and bowing their heads to the East,
they listen attentively to the echoes of the “Sunrise Call’’ from the Pueblos, and on the appearance of
the first rays of the rising sun, the exercise commences. The older maidens lead in the chant,and the

younger folks respond in alternate stanzas.

Remark: This sacred Hymn,designed and sung by the initiated,as a Choral Chant,with alternate responses in every
stanza, bears in its outline a connected current melody, and is therefore easily adapted as‘‘a song for one voice.”

CARLOS TROYER
San Francisco, Calif.
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HYMN TO THE SUN
Recorded and harmonized
by CARLOS TROYER.
INTRODUCTION
Allegretto — Drum Call (withflute-trumpet and gong) to announce the forming in circles.
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Ear-ly in the morning, we  wak-en, we wak-en, When mother Sun-god ris-es, We
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welcome her with joy. She greets uswith a ra-diant face,She meets uswith a warm embrace, So
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sweet-ly, so sweet-ly. Mer-ri - ly we sing and dance,In  hap-py spir- it we ad-vance.
lento
) \ A > > >
] 4 M) — 19
fom o < ]
YV & Al [ K | I 1
(38 [——— [ — ——
P . . . . . .= . LN SN
o . -
£~ ysssss s 4% 5 o o0
ﬁ g ' ! — I —_| L_ ] ! T — ; I
| &
7 — k% — ! - ma— .Hf i iﬁi
[ £ )] ] ] - N ] ] 4 ] 7 } v S |
e e oo * o o o r —]
(Children’s Response) (Mont.)
Mer-ri - ly we singanddance,In hap-py spir- it we ad-vance. We are children of the sun,
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Arm in arm to-geth-er run Round a ring we stead-y move

Our hearts will faith-ful prove.

3 4

'3

p - de - - cres % - cen - do
p’ A [ I - - [ . [ 0 T 1~ 0 }' }
2 — S— s
S o ~ i — l ! I = 1 '
r

e 2 e 8o o2
| e

ra ] ] i
B 5 | E— ] | i I 1 i | L —4 ! r ]
& f L —— —— 1 &
argo
p molto lento p rallent. pPL lgzga prp o
i ks 1N A Ay T - \ T )
L[] I ) 1] 7 i 7 7 7 7 7 :
S [/ Vi <
Monts (Resp.) (Monts) wanga na uanga
As the suncomes near to us, Near to us, Near to us. List-en!  just list-en!
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' Tell-ing us of bliss on high Bliss on high! Bliss on high! Listen! just listen!
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Crys-tal streams in mur - murs faint, Burst -ing forth with-out re-straint.
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Pathways of our souls as-cent, Souls as-cent,souls as-cent. Listen! just listen!
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3. Glo-ry to the sun-lit rays

Glo-ry to the Sun-gods ways

Grandioso _ jubilant f pii lento dim f
4[: i \ h Y Bl Y
a —o—— ! — ’ !
/s "X ) ] )| 1/ ] 1 A
Q‘]U T " Vi | 4 ]. / ]
(Mont’s.) (Resp.) (Monts. (Resp.)

Sun-lit rays - Sun-gods ways

dim.
2L o722 iEEEf}# g e E#ﬁ
oma e : e — — ——
y) e — = —_—— == === P
f S N4
1 ] | ;E‘ ‘ E' ! £ I
b ——s $ (' . = - ———=
V4 h\y I 1 1 I 1 1 j | i
> = ' — ’ ? * —
| - - <
L m {qlz‘m. X P dolce X dim. -
— > ? ) 7 7 -+ 1 [L\ — Y 1
G ) - — - 7 17
(Monts.) (Resp.) {Mont’s.)
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