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ALCESTE.

— e

In “ Alceste,” Gluck fixed firmly the foundation of his fame as an operatic reformer, and as the founder of
the existing school of German music. ‘“Alceste’” was the second work resulting from the sworn alliance of
Gluck and the poet Calzibigi, bent on effecting a reform in Italian opera. It was written in 1766, and was
brought out in Vienna three years later,

ARGUMENT.

Admetus, King of Phaera, is dying. The power of Jove alone can set aside the decree of fate. Amid the
lamentations of the people, who mourn the death of their king, Alceste, wife of Admetus, appears, leading her
two children. She beseeches the mighty Jove to let the tears of a stricken people turn aside the disaster which
threatens the land and rends her heart in mortal anguish. She bids the people retire to the sacred temple,
‘where with holy sacrifice they implore the gods to spare their king. The scene following is the most impress-
ive of the whole opera. Before the eyes of the grief-stricken pecple, the High Priest addresses the sacred oracle,
praying that the arrow of death may be turned from Admetus. The burning incense on the altar rises up-
ward undisturbed by a single breath of air—propitious omen that the gods have heard. Apollo, servant of
Jove, proclaims that the king’s life may be spared, but that another must sacrifice his life as a ransom
for his king.. “ Admetus must die this day, if none other for him sacrifices his life.” The awful decree is re-
ceived with terror, and despair again seizes the hearts of the people, which finds expression in a chorus of wild
harmony, interrupted with the broken exclamations of the High Priest. Alceste gives ventto her sorrow by
an impassioned burst of recitative, and a melancholy air which fails to find description in articulate langunage.

The highest point of dramatic interest is reached in Alceste's aria following, in which the queen invokes the
goddess of darkness to destroy her life that Admetus may live. The spirits of the infernal regions accept the
sacrifice, and Alceste prepares to die. The people, thus again bereaved, give way once more to despair in the
chorus “ Mourn thou, Fatherland, Alceste goes to die.”

Just as hope is abandoned, mighty Hercules, “ returned from many a strife undertaken for glory,” appears,
and is apprised of the great bereavement. He resolves to rescue Alceste from the powers of Hades, and to re-
store to the people their king and queen. Night approaches, and the voice of Charon calls for his victim.
Alceste has bid farewell to her people and passed the portals of Orkus. But deliverance is near ; Hercules
dashes upon the scene, and casting aside the spirits of darkness, restores the queen to life and her people.

Then follows the announcement that Alceste is redeemed from Orkus’ power, and the joyful tidings that the
“king and queen return’ is echoed by the rejoicing subjects.

The piece is terminated with the festive songs and merry dances of the happy people.
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No. 12. AIR AND DOUBLE CHORUS.
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