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NOTE.

In ndopting for the purposes of this Oratorio & reading of the * Song of
Songs " upon which Ewald and Rénan substantially agree, the Compiler of
the Libretto favoured no controversial opinion. He simply saw in the
ingenious commentaries of the learned Hebraists suggestions for a story of
unconquerable love, capable of expression in the language of the Bible.

For the arrangement of incident the Compiler is alone responsible. In some
respects it departs widely from the original Poem; which opens, for example, in
Jerusalem, and gives only in narrative the events that occupy Part I. of the
Oratorio.

In taking a story from a canonical Book of Holy Secripture, tho Compiler
could not ignore its spiritual significance. He has, therefore, introduced a
Prologue suggesting the parabolic character of the drama, and an Epilogue which
points its moral.



THE ROSE OF SHARON

A DRAMATIC ORATORIO.

CHARACTERS REPRESENTED.

Tae SuraviTE ... Soprano. SoLoMoN ... Baritone.
A Wouax Contralto. AN ELDER... . Bass.
Tre Brrovep ... we  Tenor. AR Orricze o THE COURT ... Bass.
Pn'ncef and Nobles, Villagers, The Elders, Soldiers, &c.
PROLOGUE. The flowers appear on the earth,
The time of the singing of pirds is come,
Contralto Solo. And the voice of the turtle is heard in our land.

‘We will open our mouth in a parable ;

We will utter dark sayings of old,

Which we have heard and known ;

‘Which our fathers have told us.

We will not hide them from our children,
That the generation to come may know them,
Who shall declare them to their children.

This is & great mystery, but we speak con-
cerning Christ and His Church.

Parr I.—SEPARATION.

Scexe I.—In the village of Sulam. Early morn-
ing. The villagers come out of their houses to
labour.

The Villagers.

Come, let us go forth into the field ;

Let us get up early to the vineyard ;

Let us see if the vine flourish ;

Whether the tender grape appear, and the
pomegranates bud forth.

Awake, O North wind, and come, thou South,
Blow upon these gardens that the spices thereof
may flow out.

The Beloved.
[Beneath the lattice of the Sulamite.
Rise up, rise up, my love,
My fair one, and come away,
For, lo ! the winter is past ;
The rain is over and gone ;

The young shoots of the fig-tree are beginning
to redden,

And sweet are the blossoming vines ;

Rise up, rise up, my love,

My fair one, and gome away.

The Sulamite.
[In her chamber,
'Tis the voice of my Beloved! behold he
cometh
Bounding over the mountains; leaping over
the hills;
My Beloved is mine, and I am his.

The Beloved.

O my dove, that art in the secret chamber,
Let me see thy face, let me hear thy voice,
For sweet is thy voice, and thy face is comely.

The Sulamite.

[Sings part of a vineyard song.
« We will take the foxes,
The little foxes that ravage the vines,
For our vines have tender grapes."

The Beloved.

'Tis the voice of my dove, my bride ! Behold
she cometh
Like a young fawn on the hills of Lebanon ;
Sweet atl;la the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the
valley.
[The Sulamits, who has joined hzr Beloved.
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The Sulamite and the Beloved.

Come, Beloved, into the garden of nuts,
Come, my Bride, into the garden of nuts,
To see the fruits of the valley,
To see whether the vines flourish and the
pomegranates have bloomed.

The Villagers,

Let us go forth into the field ;

Let us get up early to the vineyard ;

Let us see if the vine flourish ;

Whether the tender grape appear, and the
pomegranates bud forth.

INTERMEZZO.
Spring Morning on Lebanon.

Scene IL.—In the Vineyards.

A Woman.
Who is this coming up from the valley like a
pillar of smoke ?
Giving forth the fragrance of myrrh and all the
spicy odours of the merchant.

The Villagers.
Lo, the chariots of Isracl and the lLorsemen
thereof |
Behold Solomon'’s chariote!
Fifty mighty men are about it of the valiant of
Israel,
Each with a sword in his hand.

A Woman.
A state-chariot King Solomon wrought for
himself of the wood of Lebanon ;
With pillars of silver, and golden the couch,
and cushioned with purple,
The midst thereof being paved with love for
the daughters of Jerusalem.

All.
[As the cavalcade approaches.
God save the King !
May the King live for ever.
[The procession halts as the Sulamite s
observed in the crowd.

Princes and Nobles.
[Looking at the Sulamite.
‘Who is she that looketh forth as the morning ?
Clear as the moon ; fair as the sun;
Fearful as an army in battle.

Solomon.
[To the Sulamite.
Thou art lovely, O my friend, as Thirza;
Fair as Jerusalem; fearful as an army in
battle.
Twrn away thine eyes, for they make me to fear.

OF SHARON.

Behold, thou art fair, O my friend ;
Behold, thou art fair, and thine eyes, as doves’,
gleam from the midst of thy locks.
Thou art all fair;
No spot is in thee !

Princes and Nobles.
Beautiful is she as a gazelle upon the moun-
tains!
She should be clothed in purple,
And dwell in the palace of the King.

The Beloved.
[To the Sulamite.
Away with me from Lebanon, my bride;
Out of the caves of the lion ;
From the haunt of the leopard.

The Sulamite.

Draw me after theo; O let us fly !
[(They hasten away.

Princes and Nobles.

Retarn, return, O Sulamite ; return, retwrn,
That the King may behold thee.

The People.
What do ye see in the Sulamite ?

Princes and Nobles.

What equals the dance of Mahanaim ?
She is beautiful exceedingly.
[The Sulamite is brought back by an Elder of
the village. The Beloved follows her.

Solomon.
[To the Sulamite.

Unto my charger in Pharaoh’s stud
I would compare thee, O my friend.
Fair are thy cheeks with golden rings,
Thy neck with strings of coral.
Lo! golden rings will we make for thee,
Studded with many a silver bell.

The Sulamite.

My Beloved is to me a nosegay of myrrh,
That close to 1y bosom rests.

A cluster of alhenna to me is my Beloved
In the vineyards of Engedi.

The Elder and Villagers.
Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline

thine ear.

Forget also thine own people and thy father's
house.

So shall the King greatly desire thy beanty;

For he is thy Lord, and worship thou him.
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The Beloved.
Away with me from Lebanon, my spousec ;
Out of the caves of the lion.

The Sulamite.
. [Clinging to her lover.
My Beloved is mine and I am his.

Princes and Nobles,
What do ye? Will ye rebel against the King ?
Where the word of a King is there is power.
[At a sign from Solomon, guards place the
Sulamite on a chariot. The cavalcade
moves on.

The Villagers,
God save the King !
May the King live for ever |

Parr II.—TEMPTATION.

Scexe I.—1In Solomon's Palace. The Sulamite
alone.

The Sulamite.

Lover and friend are put far from me,
And mine acquaintance into darkness.

Yet, the Lord is my Shepherd,

I ghall not want.
He will make me to lie down in green pastures ;
He will lead me beside the still waters.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the

shadow of death,

I will fear no evil ;
For Thou art with me,
Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me.

[Some women of the Court enter.

The Women.
Hail! thou that art highly favoured !
Happy art thon among women.
[They look upon the Sulamite curiously.

The Sulamite.
Dark am I, but comely, O daughters of
Jerusalem.
Look not upon me because I am dusky,
For the sun has scorched me at noon;
I was made a keeper of vineyards—
Mine own vineyard have I not kept.
With fervour.

Tell me, O thou whom my soul loveth,
Where thou restest with thy flocks at noon,
That I be not as one who wanders forgotten.

I charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem,

That ye stir not,
Nor awake my love till he please.

The Women.
What is thy Beloved more than another, O
fairest of women ?
‘What is thy Beloved more than another
That thou dost so charge us ?

The Sulamite.

My Beloved is chief among ten thousand,
His head is of pure gold ;

His locks are like the tendrils of the vine ;
His eyes are as doves' in the bed of the river;
His countenance is as Lebanon.

Excellent as the cedars.

Yea, he is altogether lovely.

This is my Beloved, and my friend,

O daughters of Jerusalem.

The Women.

Art thou so simple, O fairest of women ?

Then go and follow the track of the flocks,

And pasture thy goats by the huts of the
shepherds.

First Woman.

Nay, blessed is she whom our lord delighteth
to honour !

Kings’ daughters shall be among thine honour-
able women,

Thy clothing shall be of wrought gold.

Thou shalt be brought unto the King in
raiment of needlework,

With gladness and rejoicing shalt thou be
brought,

And enter into the King’s palace.

The Sulamite.
My Beloved pastures his flocks among the lilies.
My Beloved is mine and I am his.
[An Officer of the Court enters.

The Officer.
Go forth, O daughters of Sion, and behold
King Solomon,
Crowned with the crown he weareth,
On the day of his gladness of heart;
For lo! the Ark of the Covenant
Goeth up to the temple which he hath built.

The Women.
This is the day which the Lord hath made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.

Scene II.—The Procession of the Ark. An
open place before the Palace, filled with
citizens of Jerusalem, The Sulamite and
the women look down from the lattice.

The People.
Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye
lands,

Serve the Lord with gladness,
Come before His presence with a song,
Enter into His gates with thanksgiving,
And into His courts with praise.
For the Lord is good,
His mercy is everlasting.

[The proecssion of the Ark approaches.
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MARCH.
[The maidens of Jerusalem pass, with tim-
brels and solemn dances.

The Maidens.
We will praise His name in the dance,
We will sing praises unto Him with the timbrel
and harp;
Let Mount Sion rejoice ;
Let the daughters of Judah be glad.
[Elders of Jerusalem pass.

The Elders.
Beautiful for situation,
The joy of the whole earth is Mount Sion,
On tllx{e;:ides of the North, the city of the great
g.
Out of Sion, the perfection of beauty,
God hath shined.
[Shepherds and Vinedressers pass.

The Shepherds and Vinedressers.

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,

Thou that dwellest between the cherubim.

Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt,

Thou hast cast out the heathen and planted it;

The hills are covered with the shadow of it,

And the boughs thereof are like goodly cedars.
[Soldicrs pass.

The Soldiers.
Give unto the Lord, O ye mighty, glory and
strength ;
He maketh wars to ccase unto the ends of the

earth ;
He breaketh the bow,
And cutteth the spear in sunder;
He burneth the chariot in the fire.
[Priests bearing the sacred vessels pass.

The Priests.
I will wash my hands in innocency,
So will I compass Thine altar, O Lord ;
Lord, I have loved the habitation of Thy house,
And the place where Thine honour dwelleth.
[The Ark of the Covenant passes, borne by Levites.

The People.
Arise, O Lord, into Thy rest,
Thou and the ark of Thy strength.
Tremble before Him, O ye nations,
For tho Lord our God is God of gods and
Lord of lords,
A great God, a mighty and a terrible.
[Solomon with his Princes and Noblcs
Dpass.
All,
God save the King |
May the King live for ever!
Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, O most mighty,
And in thy majesty ride prosperously.
God save the King!
May the King live for ever !
[The procession passes from vier.

First Woman.

Thus shall it be done unto her whom the King
delighteth to honour.

The Sulamite.
My Beloved pastures his flocks among tho
lilies ;
Lo! Solomon in all his glory is not arrayed
like one of these.

The Women.
Art thou so simple, O fairest of women ?

The Sulamite.
My Beloved is mine, and I am his.
[They retire into the Palace.

END OF PART II.

Part III.—VICTORY.

Noon in the palace. The Sulamite sleeps, watched
by her women.

ORCHESTRAL INTRODUCTION—
« SLEEP.”

THE SULAMITE'S DREAM.

The Beloved.
[Without the chambe:.
Open to me, my sister, my bride !
My dove, my undefiled !

The Swlamite.
"Tis the voice of my Beloved !
I have put off my garments ;
How shall I clothe me again ?

The Beloved.
My head is filled with dew,
And my locks with the drops of night :
Open to me, my sister, my bride.

The Sulamite.
O Beloved, my heart within me is moved.
[She clothes herself and opens the door.
My Beloved is gone ! My soul fainteth within

me.
Whither hast thou withdrawn thyself ?
Rise will I now and go about the city,
Seeking him whom my soul loveth.
[She descends into the strects.
Beloved, whither art thou gone ?
Answer me ; let me hear thy voice.
Lo, the night is silent around me.
[Watchmen appear. To the Watchmen,
Saw ye him whom my soul loveth ?
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The Watchmen.
Get thee one way or other, either on the right
hand or on the left,
‘Whithersoever thy face is set.

The Sulamite.
Oh'! saw ye him whom my soul loveth ?

The Watchmen.
Smite her | wound her! take away her veil |
Hence, thou daughter of Belial! Hence !
[The Sulamite starts from sleep.

The Sulamite.
[To the Women.
I charge ye, O daughters of Jerusalem,
If ye find my love,
That ye tell him that I am sick of love.

The First Woman.
[As Solomon approaches.
Lo! the King greatly desireth thy beauty,
Happy]; shalt thou be, and it shall be well with
thee ;
Thou shalt see the good of Jerusalem all the
days of thy life;
Yea, thou shalt see thy children’s children
and peace upon Israel.

Solomon.
Ere the day cool and the shadows flee away
I will get me to my mountain of myrrh,
And hill of sweet frankincense.
Three score the queens,
Four score the concubines,
And virgins without number;
Yet one is my dove, mine undefiled.
The only one of her mother, and dear to her
who bore her.
The daunghters saw her, and blessed her ;
The queens and the concubines, and they
praised her.
How fair and how pleasant art thou, O love,
for delights.

The Sulamite.

Lo! a vineyard hath Solomon at Baal-hamon,
He let out the vineyard unto keepers.

Every one for the fruit thereof was to bring

im a thousand pieces of silver,

But my vineyard—mine is before me,

Thou, O Solomon, must have a thousand ;
And those that keep the fruit therecf, two

hundred.

(My Beloved is mine, and I am his,
And unto me his desire.

Solomon.
How fair and how pleasant art thon, O love,
{ for delights.

The Sulamite.
My love is strong as death,
\And unconquerable as the grave.

OF SLARON. xi

Solomon and the Women.
Art thou so simple, O thou fairest of women ?
Then go and follow the track of the flocks,
And pasture thy goats by the huts of the
shepherds.

Parr IV.—REUNION.
In the Vineyards of Sulam.

The Villagers.
The fields of the Beloved languish,
And the vine of the Sulamite droopeth,
Therefore will we bewail them ;
We will water them with our tears.

A Woman.
Gladness is taken away,
And joy out of the plentiful field ;
In the vineyard there is no singing,
Neither is there any shouting.
The treaders tread out no wine,
And the noise of the vintage hath ceased.

The Villagers.
The fields of the Beloved languish,
The vine languisheth ;
All the merry-hearted do sigh;
The mirthful tabret is silent,
And the joy of the harp is unheard.

An Elder.
Thus saith the Holy One of Israel:
The wilderness shall be a fruitful field,
And the fraitful field as a forest.
The work of righteousness shall be peace,
And the end of me quietness for ever.
Lo, my people dwell in a sure habitation,
And in quiet resting-places.

The Villagers.
0 Lord, be gracious unto us;
We have waited for Theec.
Be Thou their arm every morning ;
Our salvation, also, in the time of trouble.

A Woman.

[Looking down into the valley.
Who is this that cometh up from the valley
Leaning on her Beloved ?
The Sulamite!

The Villagers.
The Sulamite! the Sulamite !
Bhe cometh leaning on her Beloved !

Sing, O heavens, and be joyful, O earih;
Break forth into singing, O mountains ;
For the Lord hath comforted His people,
And had mercy upon His afflicted.
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Men.

We said, ¢ The Lord hath forsaken them !
My Lord hath forgotten them!”

Women.

But He said to the prisoners * Go forth,”
To them that were in darkness ¢ Show your-
selves.”
[The Sulamite and the Beloved apyear.
Sing, O heavens, &c.

The Sulamite, the Beloved, the Woman, and
the Elder,

‘We shall not hunger nor thirst,

Neither shall the sun smite us ;

For He that hath mercy shall lead us,
Even by springs of water shall He guide us.

The Yillagers.

Sing, O heavens, and be joyful, O earth;
Break forth into singing, O mountains.

The Beloved.

Rose of Sharon, that dwellest in the gardens,
The companions hearken to thy voice ;
Cause them to hear it.

The Sulamite.

My Beloved is mine and I am his,

Turn thou, my Beloved,

And be thou like the gazelle,

Or the fawn of the hind

Upon the spicy mountains afar.
As an apple-tree among the trees of the wood,
So is my Beloved among the sons.

(In thy shadow I will sit with delight,
And thy fruit shall be sweet to my taste.
Lead thou me among the trellised vines,
And let thy banner over me be Love.

The DBeloved.

In my shadow thou shalt sit with delight,
And my fruit shall be sweet to thy taste;
I will lead thee among the trellised vines,
\And my banner over thee is Love.

The Sulamite.

Set me as a seal upon thine heart,
As a seal on thine arm.

All.

For the flame of Love is as fire,
Even the fire of God.

Many waters cannot quench it,
Neither can floods drown it.
Yea, Love is strong as death,
And unconquerable as the grave.

EPILOGUE.

CHORAL RECITATIVE.—Men.

Blessed is he that readeth, and they that
hear the words of this prophecy.

These things saith the First and the Last,
which was dead and is alive :—

CHORUS.

To him that overcometh will I give to eat of
the Tree of Life, which is in the midst of the
Paradise of God.

He shall be clothed in white raiment, and I
will confess His Name before my Father and
His holy angels.
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‘‘ The Rose of Sharon.”"—Novello, Ewer and Co.’s Octavo Edition.—(1.)
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PART IV.—REUNION.

IN THE VINEYARDS OF SULAM.
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