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RUTH

A DRAMATIC ORATORIO.

CHARACTERS REPRESENTED.

Boaz . . s Tenor.
Ax Erper . <«  Baritone.
A RmarEr Baritone.

Heprews, MoaBrTES, REAPERS AND GLEANERS, ELDERS, &0.

Bore .. . Soprano.

OrPAR .. . Soprano.

Naomx .. Contralto.
PART 1.

SCENE 1.—Before the house of Naomi, in
the land of Moab. A Hebrew Caravan
approaches, on its way to the land of Israel.

Tae HeprEws.

Lord, Thou hast been our dwelling-place in
all generations. Before the mountains were
brought forth, or ever Thou hadst formed the
earth and the world, even from everlasting to
everlasting Thou art God.

Our eyes shall see Jerusalem a quiet habita-
tion, a tabernacle that shall not be taken down.
There the glorious Lord will be unto us & place
of broad rivers and streams. For the Lord is
our King. He will save us.

[t @ sign from Naoms, the Caravan stops.

Naomr.
What is the place whereto ye go?

Ax Evrper.

We wandered abroad for bread, saying
*Where is it ?"” but now we return unto our
own house and show how great things God
hath done unto us. He hath given water for
the weary to drink, and hath not withholden
bread from the hungry.

[The Caravan moves on. The following
Chorus dies gradually away.

Tae Hesrews.

There the glorious Lord will be unto us a
place of broad rivers and streams. For the
Lord is our King. He will save us.

Naowmr.

Like as a father pitieth his children, so the
Lord pitieth them that fear Him. For He
knoweth our frame ; He remembereth that we
are dust.

My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the
courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh
cry out for the living God, When shall I
come and appear before God ?

[Ruth and Orpah enter from the house.

Naomr.

I will arise and go again, O daughters, to my
own people, and to the land of my nativity.

ORrpaH.

Lo! famine consumes the land. They cry
to the Lord in their trouble.

Naomr.

Yea, and He hath heard their supplication.
He hath commanded the clouds from above,
and opened the doors of Heaven. He hath
sent them meat to the full.

[Neighbours of Naoms gather round.
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OrraR AND THE NEIGHBOURS.
Leave us not, we pray thee. We will rejoice
and be glad in thee; we will remember thy
love more than wine. All the upright love thee.

Rutn.

Out of heaven He hath made thee to hear
His voice.

Be of good comfort, arise, He calleth thee,
and will bring thee by a way thou knowest not.
He will lead thee in paths thou hast not
known, and darkness shall be light before thee.

The Lord redeemeth the soul of His ser-
vants, and none of them that trust in Him
shall be desolate.

TuE NEIGHBOURS.

The Lord thy God shall bless thee in all
that thou doest.

Blessed shalt thou be in the city; blessed
shalt thou be in the field.

Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in;
blessed shalt thou be when thou goest out.

For the Lord thy God is with thee from this
time forth for evermore.

SCENE 11.—On the road to the land of Israel.
Early morning. A company of returning
Hebrews prepare to resume their journey.
With them are Naomi, Ruth, and Orpah.

Tre Hesrews.

God shall help us when the morning ap-
peareth. Then we shall see His glory. We
will sing aloud of Thy mercy in the morning,
for Thou hast been our defence and refuge in
the day of trouble.

Naomz (to Ruta and Orean).

Go, return each to her mother's house : the
Lord deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt
with the dead and with me. The Lord grant
that ye may find rest each of you in the house
of her husband.

Rute anp Orean.

Surely we will return with thee unto thy
people !

Naoxu.

My daughters, why will ye go with me ?
Return to the land of your fathers and of your
kindred, for it grieveth me much that the hand
of the Lord hath gone out against me.

Rurn.

As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, 1
will not leave thee.

Naom.
Turn again, my daughters, go your way.

ORrpAH.

Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice. 1
will go to them that are at rest.

Naomr (to Orean).

There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall
any plague come nigh thy dwelling. For He
shall give His angels charge to keep thee in
all thy ways.

Ruta, ORPAH, AND Naowm1.

Go in peace. Peace be to thee, and peace
to thine house, and peace unto all thou hast.
[Orpah embraces Naoms and Ruth, and departs.

Tae Heprews.
Arise, let us go again to our own people.

Naomr (to Rurn).
Behold, thy sister-in-law is gone back unto
her people, and unto her gods: return thou
after thy sister-in-law.

Rurts.

Intreat me not to leave thee, or to retuim
from following after thee, for whither thou
goest I will go, and where thou lodgest, I will
lodge ; thy people shall be my people, and thy
God my God ; where thou diest will I die, and
there will I be buried: the Lord do so to me,
and more also, if aught but death part thee
and me.

Naomi,

According to thy words so be it. Thus shalt
thou do in the fear of the Lord, faithfully, and
with a perfect heart.

[The Caravan sets out.

Tre HesreEws.

Arise, let us go again to our own people ; let
us go everyone into his own country. The Lord
hath done great things for us, of which we are
glad.

Yet a little while, and the time of harvest
shall come, when they that sow in tears shall
reap in joy.

SCENE ITII.—In the Harvest Field at Bethle-
hem. Reapers and Gleaners have assembled.
Ruth ts with them.

Soro (A ReareRr), AND REAPERS AND (ILEANERS.
Fear not, O land, be glad and rejoice; for
the pastures of the wilderness do spring, for
the tree beareth her fruit, the fig-tree and the
vine do yield their strength. And the floors
shall be full of wheat, and the vats shall over-
flow with wine and oil. And ye shall eat in
plenty and be satisfied, and praise the Name
of the Lord your God.
Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe.
[Boaz comes out of the city.
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Boaz.
The Lord be with you,

REAPERS AND GLEANERS,
The Lord bless thee.

Boaz (observing Rura).
Whose damsel is this ?

A Reares.

This is the Moabitish damsel that came back
with Naomi out of the country of Moab. And
she said : I pray you let me glean and gather
after the reapers among the sheaves: so she
came and hath continued even from the morn-
ing until now.

Boaz (to Rutn).

Hearest thou not, my daughter ? Go not to
glean in another field, neither go from hence,
but abide here fast by my maidens. Let thine
eyes be on the field that they reap, and go
thou after them: and when thou art athirst,
go unto the vessels, and drink of that which
the young men have drawn.

Rura.

Why have I found grace in thine eyes, that
thou shouldst take knowledge of me, seeing
I am a stranger ?

Boaz.

It hath fully been shewed me, all that thon
hast done to Naomi since the death of thine
husband, and how thou hast left thy father and
thy mother, and the land of thy nativity, and
art come unto a people which thou knewest
not heretofore.

Rurn.

Let me find favour in thy sight, my lord,
for that thou hast comforted me, and for that
thou hast spoken friendly unto thine hand-
maid.

Boaz.

The Lord recompense thy work, and a full
reward be given thee of the Lord God of Israel,
under whose wings thou hast come to trust.

At meal time come thou hither, and eat of
the bread, and dip thy morsel in the vinegar.
(To the Reapers.) Let her glean even among
the sheaves, and reproach her not. (Going
away.) The Lord be with you.

REaPERS AND GLEANERS.

The Lord bless thee.

[As Ruth gleans, evening comes on. The
Reapers and Gleaners cease their
labour, and return towards the city.

Rearess.

Man goeth forth unto his labour until the
evening. Now shall we dwell in a peaceful
habitation, and in quiet resting-places. This
is the rest wherein He maketh the weary to
rest, and this is the refreshing.

GLEANERS,

Fear not, O land, be glad and rejoice; for
the pastures of the wilderness do spring, for
the tree beareth her fruit, the fig-tree and the
vine do yield their strength.

[Without the gate, Ruth is met by Naomi.
The Reapers and Gleaners pass on.

Naomr.

Where hast thou gleaned to-day ? and where
wroughtest thou? Blessed be he that did take
knowledge of thee.

Rura.
The man’s name with whom I wrought to-
day is Boaz.
Naom,
Blessed be he of the Lord, who hath not left
off his kindness to the living and the dead.

The man is near of kin to us; one of our next
kinsmen.

Rura.
He said unto me also: thou shalt keep fast

by my young men, until they have ended all
my harvest.

Naomr.
It is good, my daughter, that thou go out

with his maidens, that they meet thee not in
another field.

[During the dialogue of Ruth and Naoms,
the Chorus of Reapers and Gleaners
18 heard at intervals. It now fadcs
away in the distance.

Reapers (in the distance).

Now shall we dwell in a peaceful habitation,
and in quiet resting-places. This is the rest
wherein He maketh the weary to rest, and this
is the refreshing.

GLEANERS (10 the distance).
The fig-tree and the vine do yield their strength.

Ex~p oF Part L.
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PART 1II.

ORCHESTRAL INTRODUCTION.
THANKSGIVING AT HARVEST-TIME.

SCENE 1.—A4 Harvest Feast at the Threshing

Floor of Boaz. Reapers and Gleaners
gather to the sound of pastoral music. Boaz
and the Elder enter.

Boaz.

How excellent is Thy loving-kindness, O
God! Thou visitest the earth and maketh it
soft with showers; Thou crownest the year
with Thy goodness, and Thy paths drop fat-
ness. They drop upon the pastures of the
wilderness, and the little hills are girded with
joy. The valleys also are covered over with
<corn ; they shout for joy, and sing.

God hath given me of the dew of heaven, and
the fatness of the earth, and plenty of corn and
wine.

REAPERS AND GLEANERS.

He will love thee and bless thee; He will
also bless the fruit of thy land, thy corn, and
thy wine.

Tee Evpes.

Thus saith the Lord: I will give you the
rain of your land in due season, that thou
mayest gather in thy corn. After that thou
hast gathered in thy corn and thy wine, thou
shalt rejoice in thy feast. Because the Lord
thy God shall bless thee in all thine increase,
thou shalt surely rejoice.

Rearers AND GLEANERs.
Bring hither the timbrel, the pleasant harp,
with the psaltery. Blow up the trumpet on
our solemn feast day.

Dance of Gleaners, with Chorus of Reapers.
Reapers.

Now shall the virgin rejoice in the dance, for
she is comforted and glad. O virgin of Israel,
thou shalt again be adorned with thy timbrels,
and shalt go forth in the dances of them that
make merry. Sing to one another in dances,
saying: How great is His goodness! How
great 18 His beauty !

Dance of Reapers, with Chorus of Gleaners.

GLEANERS.

Corn shall make the young men cheerful.
The seed shall be prosperous. The vine shall
give her fruit. The ground shall yield her
increase, and the heavens their dew. There
shall be joy and gladness, and cheerful feasts.

REearErs AND GLEANERS.

The Lord said : I will send a famine among
them : I will take from them the voice of mirth,
and the voice of gladness, and this whole land
shall be a desolation and an astonishment.
Then the famine was sore in the city; there
was no bread for the people. The Elders
ceased from the gate, the young men from the
music; our dance was turned into mourning.

‘We will praise Thee, O Lord. Though Thou
wast angry with us, Thine anger is turned
away. Praise Him, call upon His Name,
declare His doings among the people. Praise
Him with the sound of the trumpet: praise
Him with the psaltery and harp. Praise Him
with the timbrel and dance. From the rising
of the sun unto the going down thereof, the
Lord’s Name be praised.

[Night falls. The people depart. Boaz
lies down near the end of a heap of
corn, and sleeps. Ruth presently
enters.

Rurn.

My Father, Thou art the guide of my youth.
My times are in Thine hand; therefore, for
Thy Name’s sake, lead me. In Thee do I put
my trust; let Thy loving-kindness continually
preserve me.

[She draws near to Boas, who awakes.

Boaz.
Who art thou ?

RuTa.

I am Ruth, thine handmaid. Be gracious
unto thy servant, for thou art a near kinsman.

Boaz.
Blessed be thou of the Lord, my daughter,
for all the city of my people doth know that
thou art a virtuous woman.

Rurs.
Let me find grace in the sight of my lord.

Boaz.

It is true that I am thy near kinsman, but
there is one nearer than I. If he will perform
unto thee the part of a kinsman, well ; if not,
then will I, as the Lord liveth.

Ruru.

Happy am I, for the daughters will call me
blessed | Return to thy rest, O my soul, for
the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee.

Boaz.

Many daughters have done virtuously, but
thou excellest them all. Wisdom shall give to
thy head an ornament of grace; a crown of
glory shall she deliver unto thee.



SCENE IL.—At the Gats of Bethlchem. Ruth,
Naomi, and Boaz, with the FElders and
People.

Boaz.

Ye are witnesses this day that Ruth the
Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, have I pur-
chased to be my wife; to raise up the name
of the dead upon his inheritance, that the name
of the dead be not cut off from among his
brethren, and from the gate of his place.

ELpErs Anp PropLE.
We are witnesses.
The Lord make the woman that is come unto
thine house like Rachel and Leah, which two
did build the house of Israel.

Rurs.

The Lord is my strength and my shield ;
my heart trusted m Him, and I am helped;
therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth, and with
my song will I praise Him.

Naomr.

I have been young and now am old, yet
have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his
seed begging bread. Though he fall, he shall
not be utterly cast down, for the Lord up-
holdeth him.

Boaz.

The meek shall inherit the earth, and shall
delight themselves in the abundance of peace.
They shall not be ashamed in the evil time,
and in the days of famine they shall be
satisfied.

Evpers anp PeopLE.

The Lord bless you and keep you. The
Lord make His face to shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lft up His
.countenance upon you and give you peace.

RUTH.

Trr ELbEr.

Behold, new things do I declare; before
they spring forth I tell you of them. There
shall be a son born to Naomi, and he shall be
a restorer of thy life and a nourisher of thy old
age, for thy daughter-in-law whom thou lovest
shall bear him. And a Branch shall grow out
of his roots, and the Spirit of the Lord shall
rest upon Him. He shall grow as the lily, and
cast forth His roots as Lebanon; they that
dwell under His shadow shall revive as the
corn, and flourish as the vine. He will be as
the dew unto Israel.

Avr.

O generation, see ye the words of the
Lord !

For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and
as the garden causeth the things that are sown
in it to spring forth, so the Lord God shall
cause righteousness and praise to spring forth
before all the nations.

Sing, O ye heavens, break forth into singing,
ye mountains, O forest, and every tree therein |
For the Lord hath glorified Himself in Israel.
Amen and Amen,
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A DRAMATIC ORATORIO.

8orNE I.—Before the house of Naomsi, in the Land of Moab. A Hebrew caravan approazhes, on its
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Soexe II.—On the road to the Land of Israel. Eaﬂm . A company of returning Hebrews
prepare to resume their journey. With them are Naoms, Ruth and Orpah.
No, 4. Crorus.—*“GOD SHALL HELP US.”
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SceNE III.—In the Harvest Field at Bethlehem. Reapers and Gleaners have assembled. Ruth is with them.
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