Pzgderic Rzewski
THE WAVES

Performing Instructions

I. There is a speaker and a group of musicians (at least 3, up to 6 or 7)
playing any instruments. These may include . non-pitched instruments
and electronics (for example, a sampling system in which fragments of
the Shakespearean text are stored), although each player should have
the means of playing the written melody (in any octave transposition).

2. There are 14 sections, (A) through (N), each one a separate piece
with a clear begimning and ending, lasting ca. 50",

3. The speaker reads the text fragments in each section in the order:
waiting at the end of each section for the musicians to conclude their
music before proceeding to the next section.

4, The musicians play the game of "Imitation Love", using the given

melody as text. This is a simple improvisational game with the
following rules:

5. ILvery player chooses a partner. The partner may be the speaker or
one of the other musicians. You may change partners, if you wish,
at the begimming of a new section. Do not communicate your choice of
partner except by musical means.

6. There are three possible situations, or modes of relating to your
partner. These are: WANT (=), DON'T WANT (#), and DON'T CARE (oo).
In the WANT (=) mode, you may play only when your partner plays
If the partner stops, you must stop.
In the DON'T WANT (=) mode, you may play only if your partner is not
playing. If the partner plays, you must stop.
In the DON'T CARE (e) mode, play in your own time, regardless of what

your partner is doing.

7. There are three possible ways of relating to the written music.
These are: TEXT (T), VARIATION (V), and IMPROVISATION (I).
In (T), play the written music, or something close to it.
In (V), play or vary the music freely, without going far away from it.
In (I), improvise freely, away from the text, including wholly unrelated
material.

8. A repertoire of nine situations (=T, =V, ﬁ”I,:{:T, FV, #I, T, 0V, o©l)
is thus available to each player. A tenth situation, silence, is also
available at any time,

9. At the beginning of each section, choose a partner and a situation.
Keep the chosen situation and partner for the length of an entire
section. Sometimes only one situation is indicated. In this case
you choose only your partner.
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