Frederic Rzewski

YHE PRICE OF CIL _
for bwo spealkers and To ins*trumen*al groups Spring 1980

Commissioned and firs* performed by *he Hoje™us Ensemble, Amsterdam, June 1980

EX .
Performance Ins“ructions:

1) Ins’mumenta®ion .

The Price of il can te performed by a rnumher of nossible ins YTumental
i o)
7

strrentation may vary in Par*s One and Twa. ~For

froupinTe, e

example, in %Le orizinal version performed by Hoketue in 1980, Per™ Cne
ane ey “Tntvad g w7 N iall~r e* 4‘::\6 iy s* " ned mtins f
wog played en irely on specially cong™ruc ed ins rumen S consisTing o

amplified open—ended me*al pipes, which were s*ruck wi*h “he hands (“he
"sercussion® lines), or blown in *he manner of panpipes (*he "wind" lines).
Part Two was then pleyed using Hoke'us' cus*omary ins'ruments (*wo sefe

of panpipes, *wo elto saxophones, *wo pianos, *wo Fender pianos, *wo
elec*ric basses, Two pairs of conga drums). '

The use of amplified pipes in Part One produces a very special sound,

#nd if one has the *echnical resources they should be used. However,

since no* only mus® *he ins®ruments be cons*ructed, bu* their amplification
requires a rather complex outlay of electronic equipmen®, their use mey

be *oo burdensome for many si*ua’ions, and *they may *herefore be dicpensed
with in favor of conven®ional instrumen®s., In any case, “he basic
principles involved in in%erpreting *he score Temain “he same.

A ninimun of eisht incTrumerTs |s  required, and if possible this

number skould ed (i.e. "we or even “hree ins‘rumen*s én a

line). Tme %o groups should be identical if possible in forma*ion,

or a* leas™ as similar as possible, and separa*ed in space so *ha* *he
al*erna’ ion of left and righ* is clearly audible. The available
ins®rumen®s should consis® of winds and "percussion". The lab¥ber cetegory
can include plucked s*ringed ins*rumen®s?, pianos (muted@ or otherwise
prepared *o enhance *heir percussive character), e*c. Elec*ronic
ins*rumen's may be adapted o’ fi+ either ca*egory. For Par® Two, ¥wo
pairs of drums (congas or toms), *uned high and low, are required.

The imporfan’ thing *o remember in putting the group *together is that
*here should be a very clear dis*inc®ion between *he "sof*" attack of
*he winds and *he "hard® attack of the percussion. Similarly, bo*h
wind and percussion ins®ruments should be divided in*o high-range
instrumen®s (markead g) and low-Tange instrumen®s (marked '), The .
absolube degree of ™high" and "low" is not so importan* as the relative
separa*ion of *he *wo ranges. This does no® mean tha* "high" instruments
always play higher *han "low" ins*rumen*s; on *he con*rary, since all

instrumen®s play a high no“e and a low no*e, *the ranges may overlap in

°If s*rings are used, “hey should be nlayed pizzica*c *hroughout Par®
One, bu* may use *the bow in Par® Pwo,
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such a way Sha® *he low no*e of *he high ins’rumen®s is lower *han *he

high note of *he low instruments.

2) Pitches

Absolute nitches are no* given. Basically, each player is given *he
al*ternztive of playing a “high!" note or a "low" note. %hese do no?t
necessarily remain “he same, although eackh should fall in*o ‘*he same
general rance. Also, *he Tanges for high and low ins*rumen®s should
be analogous, albhough *hey need not be completely iden*ical. E.g. a

suitable disposition might be:

high note low note
’ - \)
1
Eigh instrumen®s: é%EEEEEEE
\ L
'L e

"oo

: . +
Low instrumen®s; Jﬂ% E

Saeest

Phe inberval belween high no’e and low no*e for each ins'rument will
renerally be some*hing between an oc*ave and a Ywelfth, al*hough this
could vary greatly according *

+. L . .
‘0 *ne nature of *he ins*rumen*.
3) Bhvthm
The rhrihmic scheme of The Brice of 0il ic based on a 4-note pattern
{*he "Basgic Pattern®, iﬂun€§r* *he Ton of naze 65 a% the besinning
- -

gt
a4 ia% four Jnch bar consicte
X
e

iz to be pleyed as: I-I bi

nonoon on AL z :J

"o Tt " ",

The Tempo should remain consban® *hroughout; each horizon*al line
{or "half-no*e") chould be somewhere in *he neighborhood of ii.li., 5260,

In Par* One all notes are (relatively) short. In Par* %Rwo adcitional
horizon‘al lines are in*roduced o indica®e *ha® a noteris to bve hela
or comnec*ed "o other noVesa: ~

T T 71‘?“9"

J';L—r"]:fbp

u

C i 10

should be soft *hrocughou? Part One (21%housh occasional

cents wmay be heard), cnd verv loud throughout Par® %Fwo.
4
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5) Vogal *echnicue

. N
Yhe Umo speakers should be silduated a* Ffhe rish* and lef* ends of
*he cage. The Dealer chould have a high, Yense voice; *he Worker's

i . N s
voice ghould*be deep. Al*houzn both *he charachers are mele, one or both
of “he par*s could be nlayed by femzles as well, e.gs @ high male voice
for *he Dezler, a low female voice for The Worizer.

Perfoming procedure for the voices is roughly *he same 2s for *he
ins*rumen®s. Phe Yext is in*oned (nei*her sung nor spoken) . on two
levels in an efpressionlecs, somewha® mechanical fashion. The
inYerval belween high and low levels should be at leas* an sctave.
Tre voices should be amplified and fillered in such a way as *o give
them a somewha® unna*tural qualit*y, withou' however in*erfering *oo
much wi*h comprehensitili‘*y.

4 * the end of Part One, *he speakers should leave *he stage; or,
if *hey are musiciens, *hey may *ake ins*rumen*s and par*icipate in
*he perfommance of Part %Two,

- £
6)~General Interpretation : v
All *he ins®rumen®s, as well as *he speakers, should be on the stage.
At the beginning, one of the ins*rumentalis®s steps forward ana
reads the introductory Fext (*he lis* of disasters may be brough® up
*o da*e). Begiming with ®he line "The man on Phe right...", one’
or *wo of the percussion plarers mey*begin Yo play *he "basic patternn
(vaze 65, *on) very soffly. I* is permissible *o have *his basic
va**ern contime *hroughou® Per® One, if i* helps *o keep *he musicians
toge*her, and i *here are enouzh nlavers *o cover *he eight lines in
* e score. (Wo®e: In *his case nake sure *ha® *he "basic patterm"
coincides perfectly wi*h each page of *he score! )

o

Par* One ic rTead 2e¢ & nommal gcore, and should be conducted. A * *he
- P + - .
end of page 64, “he *wo drummers (*wo pairs of congas or *oms, *iineg

ver; high end very low) immedia%ely begin *

o

‘o play *he "basic pa*temmn
fortissino, while *he o‘*her olayers change posi®ion or make whatever
preparations are necessary for the performence of Part R70.  Gradually
21l ‘he playvers ¥tzke up *he “hasic pat*ern®, which they+play *wo or three
*imes. The drunmers conbime to play *he "basic pa‘¥ern"; *he o*her
ing*runerts “hen bvegin *o plary *he material or'pages 65-67 (A, B, and C),
S e Jlan w i nar be worlted out *oge*her in & way which

beth articulates *his material in some compogitionally interesting way

and also allows some degree of improvisational freedom for The individual
2layers.e  Phe Phree pages A, B, and C should appear in that order,

Yot 211 of+*he meerial need be played; lines may be repea‘ed; nlayers

may arop ou¥ for *he guration of a line or & par¥ of a line; *he order

nay be veried so the* 2t *imes 211 members of & group are reading Fhe

. . EN . .
-same line, or all gifferen™ lines, e*c.; freely improvised solos aTe

accorad

£
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should leg
conzitte of 64 four-ve
Trie woula mean,
tnd C, wi*h several repe+
of A, and of line C~16 on page 67, a*
poenible versions (not

1Men

ine
rougl
4.

i

2
ez, Part Tyo chould include aboub 32 lines
J_:}_'r v‘\lne T te?” lines 'PO"‘ each of pages A B

Yern" a* *he beglnnzng
Eere is one of many
nececsarily

e long ag Par™ One;
o

*ions of +he "hasic na
*he end.
to be preferred

cince Par* Cne

£ oA
"o any o“her):

line no. 1 2 4 5 & 1 & g 10 11 12 13 14
| . & 11 9 15 13
Righ* B o4 3 6 5 8 7* 12 10 16 14
g IT 1315
L eft BP 2 3 4 5 6 1 8 210 12 14 16
Drums BP BP BP BP etc,em——m—— (Begin *o drop notes out of BP)
linemo. 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 o4 -
2 —8 6 1—=8 0—16 9==16 9-—16 9—16 16 16
Right & ree free 9ree g‘ree %ree 9ree
' 3y 1--8 7 1—8 9--16 9—16 9—16 9--16 16 16
i, T 1-=8 5  1--8 9--18 9--18 9——1C S——1¢ 12 %
Left free free free Tfree Tree Tree
© 2t 4 18 8 18 9--16 9—-16 916 9--16 16 16
-
Drums (Play: fewer and fewer no¥es of “he basic pa“*ern)
[]
line no. 25 26 27 28 25 30 31 32 33
o & 1 5 9410 13+14 14 15 16 16 16 i
Right
23 11+12 13414 14 15 16 16 16
4, 2 7 13+14 15416 14 15 16 16 16
Lef* .
D4 & 15416 15+16 14 15 16 16 16
Drums (becoming very sparse)
Here is a simnler version, used br que*us in Augus*, 1981;
line no. 1 2 3 4 5 5 7 g o 1
T s 4 5 o 5 @ 2w m
nt ,ﬂ.,..l.
Taere. 13 G 10 11
winds 2 4 5 5 7 & g 16 11 12
peres 2 4 5 o 7 & ¢ 10 1 12
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11 12 iy 1 15 14 17
- z , 1= 34
e Y
101 ¢ 13 13 16 |
winds 5 ¢ 14 16 160 16 £
Le;*
Derc. 3 5 c 14 15 16 15
o 7z
line no. 1 1c 2C 21 23 24 25 25 27
vinds 5 6 7 g 14 .15 16 16 16
Dight
nere. 5 5 7 & 13 1z 15 16 16 16
winde 5 7 8 ¢ 13 142 15 16 16 16
Lef*
nerc. 5 7 8 g 13 114 15 16 16 15
To*e *ha* *lhe druns in Fork Two play *he "basic pattern! as written
Lo e i Pt S ! b 5
. . . . . 3
up *o *he middle of sec’iod A, 2% which point they bemin *o omit notec
. K . . R 4 . - B
from *he pe**ern ad lib., f.e. by introducing rests in place of *he
. . . . § K
indica*ed notes, while con™imiing %o recpect *he rhytnmic nlzcement
of Ligh and low notes within *he pa**ern. This process of pProgressive
. R R 4 .
thinning—out con“imes +'hrough sections B aad C, so “ha® by the midale
of C each drumner is playing no more than Three or four notes in o line, wvith
long silences between +'hem, sempre fortiscitg., The sporadic explosions
of "ne drums Yhen should appear in stark contras¥ to *he sustained sounds
in *he other instrumen®s.

1) 8 taging T
. ‘ . .. . _
A 1lthough no speci fic drama*ic action is indica‘*ed in *he s¢ore
o b
The Price of 0il is nevertheless basically a piece of mucic *heatre,
If amplified pipes are used in Par* One, *hese already cons*i*ute an
a2 & b S

impor*ant visual element. Rach player shoul@ have *wo sels of pipes
of varying length so “ha* one se* produces a high cluster, the o*her

a low cluster, e.z.
e
and % for "high" ins*ruments,

uF:::::::: B

3

and for "low" instruments.

ipes are mounted in two clusters on e stand, so *ha* they can be

s
plered comfortably ei*her as percussion or as wind ins*ruments. REzch
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cluster nmay con®zin five or six pipes:

- . . EN
and ney look some™hing like *his when moun®ed:

(high) | (low)

Bach clus“er requires a separa®e microphone, so *ha* a minimum of
six*een microphones are needed only for the pipes.’ Considerable pains
mus* be *aken wi*h microphone slacement *o ensure *he mos* effective
means of amplification. \
j
The eigh® se®c of pipes may *hen be lined up in *wo groups, stage lef®
and rTigh%, perhaps in front of *he normal" ins*rumen*s to be used in
Par* Two, so tha® a minimum of *ime is necessary *o move from pipes
to ins*rumen®s at *he beginning of Part Tyo.

- N
‘hese pipes, ¥hen, consPitube a visual element which may be expanded in such
& way as Yo amplify *he mechanical metaphor which underlies *he music.
For ins“ance, movable scenery may be introduced which, al*hough abstractly,
could suggest *he motion of pumps, oil wells, derricks, and the like.
One could imagine a choreography-involving, say, *wo dancers using simple
props like a seeSaw. In every case the visual *reatment of The Price of 0il
should concen®rate on the basic idea of "hocke*ing" which dominates the
musical s*ruc*ure: *wo opposing elemen*s locked in'o a single mechanical
process con*rolling bo*h sides. WThe composer inviles crea‘ive suggestions
in *his area from direcfors, s*age designers, and choreographers.

8) ®he Pinal Sound

A word on ¥he end: *he final line C-16 on page 67 is in“ended as a &
musical reference %6 Yhe "almighty explosion™, *he "*wo bumps and a crack"
of pages 33 and 34. Por *his line i* is possible Yo in‘roduce some
completely new, very loud and violent sound, which may moreover have a
theatrical character; e.g. dropping some very heavy objects on the stage,
striking some resonant part of the perfomming area in some very violen' way,
e*c, In any case, there should be jgg such sounds: Two "bumps" and a
“crack".
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THE PRICE OF OIL

INLRODUCYION

(the lish®s are dinmed, the musicians are ig place, The hall is silent

- N - 4
Onhe of “he instrumentalists steps forward and,recl"es.)

SPEAKER;,

On March 27, 1980, *he floz*ing 10,000-*on "semi-submersible" pla*form
"Alexander Kielland", s*a*ioned a* *he Ekofisk o0il field 300 kilometers
sou*h-wes* of S*avanger, Norway, capsized in a s*orm. Of *he 228 workers
on board a® *he *ime, 139 died and ano*her 50 were injured. This was
one of a long zeries of falal disasbers in *he recen® his*ory' of Wor*h Sea
0il exploration. Some of *he previous acciden®s weres
Hovember, 1075: Exnlosion on *he Alpha pla*fom a* FEkoisk:

“hree dead and three wounded.
llarch, 1976: Six Norwepian workers drowned.
April, 1977: Explosion on *he Ekofisk Bravo pla*fomm. Huge 0il spill

led to cabtas*rophic pollu*ion of *he Nor*h Sez.
October, 1977: Fire on *he Haersk-Explorer platformm. One Prench diver dead.
February, 1978: Fire on *he S*a*fjord pla*form. PFive workers dead.
Februarv, 1978: An AmeTican diver dies at Ekofisk.

The following Yexts are taken from actual newspaper accoun®s and interviews
with real people. ‘

y

!
!

; B
(Gustrumental accompaniment ' besins very softly, Phe Yext isnow mesa
me¥rically, roughly one line for everv bar of Yhe "basic patternm, so tpot
four lines of *he "basic pattern® will have elapsed by “he end of the text.)

SPEAKER

(1) %ne man on *he right-is very rich.
(2) He is one of ‘the mos* successful *ragers
(3) On the Rot**erdam spot marke*; '

(4) A n in*erna*ional ne*work of agen’s

(5) Buying and selling - .

(6) The Yremendgsus quan¥ities of oil

(7) The% transit e ci*y's enomous port.
(8) =+ (Facet)

(9) Phe man on the'left is a worker.

(10)*He is one of the *housands of people
(11) Who live on *he Nor*h Sea oilurigs

(12) Drilling ana pumping

(13) ®nousands of barrels of oil

(14) ou® of the earth each day

(15) Twenby-four hours a day.

(16) - (Pacet)

(Begin immegiately Parpt One.)
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