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THE LOGOS

(“THE WORD IS FLESH BECOME”)

PART 1

THE LOGOS.

What scenes of strife upon the earth I seel
How has the poison of that first offence
The race infected by transgression lost!
How high they soar in sinfulness! how deep
In degradation vile they go from God!
What shall be done? What potent influence
From this fair realm of light can be dispensed
To bring them back to God and Heaven again?

GABRIEL.

The light would dazzle, not reform,
O King. Let me with words of love and peace
Call back their minds to Eden’s first estate,
And, with the mem’ry of an earlier good
Win back their truant hearts to the Most High.
If Truth shall only her fair garments wear,
To all mankind her loveliness reveal,
The vision shall their long lost love awake,
And man to Paradise come home again.

THE LOGOS.

The sword of judgment to an angel’s hand
My God hath not committed: the Holy
Ghost alone must represent the awful
Holiness of God.
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vi THE LOGOS

ANGELIC CHOIR.

Who then for us will go? Who, who will go?
Not with the vengeful sword, nor blinding light,
Nor words alone, e’en though of truth they speak.
Who will to men himself betake, their form
Assume, their speech pronounce, their nature vile
Put on, a life of perfect rectitude;
Present entire and whole, whose gracious fumes
Wafted on high, acceptance with the Lord
Shall find — one true, immortal Sacrifice;
And so, himself bring in the reign divine
Of perfect righteousness and joy and peace?

Who, who will go
To man below,
And by a birth and life and death,
By his strong arm,
And by the charm
Of love and life divine,
Himself and all resign
To erring, sinful man beneath?

VOICES FROM EARTH.

O come! O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,

That mourns in lonely exile here,
Until the Son of God appear.

Rejoicel Rejoice!l Emmanuel
Shall come to Thee, O Israel!



THE LOGOS

PART II

THE LOGOS.

How is my nature stirr’d! My kindling love
Catches the murmur of my brethren’s plaint.
I will a body wear, a name assume,
And by the might of my right arm alone
And in the greatness of my strength will speed,
In garments dyed and dripping, strong to savel
My Father, I will go! Here on my knees
In lowly supplication do I beg
That Thou wilt send me to my brother’s aid,
With Thy strong Grace and by Thy Spirit’s pow’r,
And T’ll away and, like a little child,
Will lead them on, as shepherd bring them back
To thy one fold, e’en cost it what it may!

ANGELIC CHOIR.

Let us Thy ministers go with Thee. Let
All Thy marshall’d hosts arise and stand
In battle-lines around Thy form, O God,
Thou King of angels and of kings and men.

THE LOGOS.

Ye know not what ye ask, ye sons of light,
The way is narrow and the journey long,
And at its end there is, I know full well,
A cup of bitterness ye cannot drink,
A crown of glory which ye cannot wear,
A satisfaction which is kept for me
Who'll pay th’ appointed price and drink the cup
Which my beloved Father me shall bid,
Go, Gabriel, go to Mary and announce
My advent; for at the lowest step must
I begin, which leads me to the altar
Of my sacrifice.
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THE LOGOS

ANGELIC CHOIR.

Beloved Son of my eternal love

Go on Thy mission grand, benign and good.
In gentlest guise of tender child awake

On earth’s dark coasts angelic anthem’s charm.
Laden with love too deep for human speech

Be Thou the Love and Thou the Gift of God.

PART III

GABRIEL.

Hail, Mary! Hail! for Thou art graciously
Accepted. Thy God is with Thee, and His
Grace shall make thee blest above all womankind.

MARY.

What do I hear! What holy dazzling light
Breaks in upon my peaceful solitude?

What form emerges from the glory-wreath?
My Lord, I bow! A simple maiden, I

Am not worthy of an angel’s call, nor

Do I comprehend the meaning of Thy

Words. My fathers’ God I fear and worship.
What wilt Thou have me do Him to obey?

GABRIEL.

I fear and worship too. I Gabriel am
Who, in the presence of the King of kings
Stand, eager to hear, and quick His lightest
Word to heed, and glad am I now to hush
Thy fear, and tell Thee still again that Thou
Art highly favour’d of Thy God, for Thou
The maiden-mother of Thy Lord shalt be,
Whose name, e’en Jesus, shall in Heaven stand
Higher than all the highest written there.



THE LOGOS

MARY.

My thoughts are troubled and — it cannot be!
I know not how a wonder such as this
Can to a maiden of my race be shewn.

GABRIEL.

The Holy Ghost shall come upon Thee soon,
The holy child whom thou shalt bear, Jesus

His name, the Son of God shall be, and He
Shall sit upon King David’s throne and rule

Q’er all the earth, o’er all the farthest heavens.

MARY.

Now be it so according to Thy word,
Behold in me the handmaid of the Lord.

PART 1V

NATAL HYMN AND FINAL CHORUS.

ANGELIC CHOIR.

Rest, gentle Jesus, on Thy mother’s breast!

Thy mother soon will need Thy holiest care.
Rise, holy Child, Thy temple needs Thee sore,

Its Rabbis and its Doctors Thou can’st teach.
Call, holy Shepherd, to Thy scattered flock!

Whose peace, by errors lost, Thou can’st restore!
O Lamb of God! in Eucharist set forth

Who bear’st away the sins of all the world,
Pity Thine own, with hunger sick and faint.

Almighty Christ! to Thee our voices sing
Glory for evermore; to Thee we bring —
Thou Mighty God! Thou wond’rous Counsellor!
Thou everlasting Father! and Thou Prince
Of Peace! — an endless canticle of praise!



THE LOGOS

VOICES FROM EARTH.

O come! Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,

And close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice!l Emmanuel
Shall come to Thee, O Israel.

NoTe—The exigencies of a text suitable for a musical setting
of limited scope have necessitated the omission of certain
admirable passages in the original poem and a few minor
alterations. THE COMPOSER.

AMEN.
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